
 

LBT Women’s Health Week 2020 will take place from the 
9th to the 13th of March. 

The aim of LBT Women’s Health Week, organised by The National LGB&T Partnership, is to raise awareness 
about the health inequalities which affect women in LGBTQ+ communities, to make it easier for service 
providers to empower service users and for communities to support LGBTQ+ women. The National LGB&T 
Partnership run LBT Women’s Health Week because: 
 

• 8.1% Lesbian, 5.9% bisexual and 12.1% Queer cis women and 15.4% trans women experienced 

inappropriate questions or curiosity because of their sexual orientation when accessing healthcare in 

the last year.i 

• 50.5% cis LGBQ women and 53.5% trans women found accessing MH services ‘Not easy’ or ‘Not at all 

easy’ in the last year.ii 

• Lesbian and bisexual women are up to 10 times less likely to have had a cervical screening test in the 
past three years than heterosexual women.iii 
 

This poor care either results in or exacerbates the fact that: 
 

• 27% of lesbians and 42% of bisexual women report a long-term mental health condition.iv 

• 28% of bisexual women and 14% of lesbians said they’d deliberately harmed themselves in the last 

year, compared to around six per cent of adults in general.v 

• The teen pregnancy rate is higher for lesbian and bisexual women than for heterosexuals, with 

adolescent bisexual women being twice as likely as heterosexual adolescent women to become 

pregnant.vi 

• 19.2% of lesbian women and 30.5% of bisexual women in one study reported an eating disorder.vii 

• Prevalence of all cancers is higher in lesbians (4.4%) and bisexual women (4.2%) than heterosexual 

women (3.6%).viii 

LBT Women’s Health Week is also an opportunity to celebrate, highlight and learn from the work of groups 
and services which provide dedicated support to LGBTQ+ women. 
 
Harri Weeks, from The National LGB&T Partnership, explains the importance of the week: 
“LBT Women’s Health Week is currently the only national campaign which explicitly focuses on the needs of 

LGBTQ+ women. It has grown quickly over the last four years, and now gives us an invaluable opportunity to 

engage with communities, senior leaders across health, social care and various areas of government, and 

practitioners, to support them all to take action which will help improve the health and wellbeing of all the 

women in our communities. Importantly, it’s also an opportunity to highlight the good work already being 

done.” 

 

Emma Meehan, Assistant Director of Public Affairs at LGBT Foundation, continues: “Central to LBT Women’s 

Health Week is visibility of LGBTQ+ women and their needs and experiences in all aspects of service design and 

delivery. There are three additional areas we advocate work in: Monitoring – so we can understand and 

present data on our needs, Services – making sure these are appropriate and inclusive, and Leadership – 

supporting LGBTQ+ women into positions of influence and recognising the work they do.” 

 

https://nationallgbtpartnership.org/lbtwh
https://nationallgbtpartnership.org/


 
 
The main focus of LBT Women’s Health Week 2020 continues to be visibility. The National LGB&T Partnership 
are organising, leading and supporting a number of events and activities across the country, including 
information sharing, networking and health service provision.  
 
We are also providing you with facts and information to help explain why LGBTQ Women’s Health needs to be 
made a priority, and how to make changes.  
 
Sarah Humphreys, Chair of ELOP tells us: 

“The health inequalities faced by LGBTQ+ women, and the existing good practice to address these, are rarely 

discussed in either the health system or the LGBT+ Sector. LBT Women’s Health Week has, since 2017, been 

shining a light on these for a week in March, to support people and organisations at all levels to kick-start work 

across the rest of the year to reduce health inequalities and improve LGBTQ+ women’s health and wellbeing.” 

 
The week will see the launch of additional new resources, and the release of new data analysis by NHSE of The 
GP Patient Survey in one of our webinars. 
 
The week will be launched at an event at Resource For London on Monday 9th March from 6.30-8pm. More 
information on this and all our other events can be found on our website: 
https://nationallgbtpartnership.org/lbtwh/lbtwh-20 
 
For more information, please contact harri@consortium.lgbt  
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