
Whilst up-to-date research is desperately needed, existing research indicates 
that women who have sex with women experience barriers to accessing sexual 
health services, have negative experiences when they do and find it difficult to 
find information that is relevant to them.1

Evidence has shown that:
 �Almost 60% of lesbian and bisexual women say that it’s hard to find 
information about sexual health that is relevant to them.2

 � In 2012 40% of women with exclusively female partners received a 
diagnosis when attending a GUM or sexual health clinic, compared to 18% 
of women who have sex with men. This figure only represents women who 
recently had exclusively female partners and disclosed this information to 
clinic staff.3

 � 51% of lesbian and bisexual women of an eligible age had either never had a 
cervical screening test or not had one within the recommended timescales.4

 � 37% of women questioned had been told they did not require a test due to 
their sexual orientation, resulting in over half disengaging from screening 
programmes, believing they were not at risk.5

Recommended Action:
 �Monitor the sexual orientation and trans status of service users in order 
to identify difference in prevalence of need, take up of services and 
satisfaction rates. 
 �Develop sexual health and fertility strategies to explicitly consider the needs 
of LBWSW and increase access to testing services.
 �Organise regular, comprehensive LGBT-awareness training, delivered 
by a professional for all staff to ensure competency around diversity and 
confidence in supporting LBWSW.
 �Display visually inclusive posters and resources aimed at LBWSW in waiting 
rooms and on websites to break down perceived barriers
 �Actively target LBWSW through outreach work with local LGBT groups 
and services.

1 As we’re talking about behaviour and not identity, we will refer to this group as women who have sex with women (WSW)
2 Henderson, Let al, First, service – relationships, sex and health among lesbian and bisexual women, Sigma Research, UK, 2002
3 Table 6: Number of STI Diagnoses & Services in England 2009-2012, Public Health England, UK, 2013 (link pending)
4 Light, B & Ormandy P, Lesbian, Gay & Bisexual Women in the North West: A Multi-Method Study of Cervical 

Screening Attitudes, Experiences and Uptake, University of Salford and The Lesbian and Gay Foundation, UK, 2011
5 (Light and Ormandy, 2011)

National Lesbian and Bisexual Women’s Health Week 
Sexual and Reproductive 
Health

The National

LGB&T Partnership
#LBWomensHealth17

51% of lesbian and 
bisexual women of an 
eligible age had either 
never had a cervical 
screening test or not 
had one within the 
recommended 
timescales.

http://www.lgbtconsortium.org.uk/directory
http://www.lgbtconsortium.org.uk/directory

	_GoBack

